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FOREWORD

“The Truth of the Quran in the Light of the Bible” is designed
to be a study book. Verses are given from both the Quran and
the Bible to demonstrate the points made, but these are only
examples, and the reader is encouraged to seek out others.
This book is written for followers both of the Bible and of the
Quran, with the hope of providing each with a better
understanding of the truth.

The Quran is often spelled Koran, but the former spelling is
more accurate. Quranic verses have been provided in Arabic
as well as English, since the Quran is written in the Arabic
language.

The Quran contains 114 books, called suras. The suras are not
divided into chapters as in the Bible. The first number in each
reference corresponds with the name of that sura; the
following numbers are the verses. For example, Al-Nur 24:35
is Sura Al-Nur, verse 35, 24 is the number of this sura, making
it easier to locate in the Quran.

The Bible has 66 books. Biblical references are given as the
name of the book first, then the chapter number, followed by
the verses within that chapter. For example, John 8:12 is the
Gospel According to the Apostle John, chapter 8, verse 12. 1
John 1:9 is the First Letter of the Apostle John, chapter 1,
verse 9. Biblical verses are taken from the King James version,
and the reader is invited to study these references in other
versions as well (such as the New King James version) which
combine accurate translation with modern vocabulary.

This book was first compiled in 1976 in England. The third
edition (1985) was revised to include the Arabic text for the
Quranic verses. This is now the eighth edition, and it is our
prayer that God will use these words, as the Apostle Paul



prayed, "that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may approve things
that are excellent" (Philippians 1:9-10).

Dr. Rev. Victor Z. Khalil
January 2011
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INTRODUCTION

For those who seek the truth it is not hard to find, if sought
sincerely, unselfishly, and with the aim that not only they but
others might be benefited by it. If scientists were to keep their
discoveries to themselves, what a poor world this would be! If
Thomas Edison had not shared his discovery of electrical
current with us, we would still be living by gaslight.
Similarly, where would we be without the aid of machines and
modern technology?

Just as we appreciate the light given by electricity, we should
appreciate the spiritual light present in the One who says, “I
am the Light of the world” (John 8:12). The Islamic
scriptures, the Quran, also speak of the light to mankind:
"Allah is the Light of the heavens and of the earth” (Al-Nur
24:35).
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It should be more than a matter of appreciation, but one of
deep gratitude, that our God has chosen to lead us by His
Word through this world of sin and confusion where man has
strayed away from his Creator.

That man needs divine help can be seen in both the Bible and
the Quran, respectively: “Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead
me in a plain path” (Psalms 27:11). “And see if there be any
wicked way in me and lead me in the way everlasting”
(Psalms 139:24). “Guide us along the straight path” (Al-Fatiha
1:6).
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If the Word of God is to be man’s guide, it must be pursued

and studied so that man can know in whom he puts his trust.
Regardless of whether one believes in the Bible or the Quran



as the “descended” Word of God, it is essential to approach
either book with an open mind, free from any preconceived or
inherited ideas. The only way to be honest with oneself is to
accept the truth as revealed by God.

The approach of this book is not meant to be critical. Its aim
is to focus the reader’s mind on God’s Word and to reveal the
many blessings obtainable through it, which might otherwise
be overlooked. We will focus on the religious books of two
major religions: the Bible of Christianity, and the Quran of
Islam. However, we must consider the fact that the Bible does
not concern only the Christian. In fact, more than two thirds
of it concerns the Jews. So if Christians had at any time
thought of altering their Bible, it would have been with great
antagonism from the Jews, and one can only imagine the
endless problems! Therefore, the allegation that the Bible has
been altered is illogical. This subject will be discussed in
some detail later.

I pray that as you read this book that Allah, the Almighty, may
open your eyes to see the true Light that has come into our
world. May the Light enter into your heart and the hearts of
many.



GOD: ALLAH 4

Christians and Muslims meet at this very high point—both
believe in God. Likewise, many of His attributes will be
equally praised by both.

Allah, the Almighty (bl 4l 4

He is holy: “Quddus” (s

He is able: “Qadir” &

He is living: “Heyy”

... and so on.

Allah in the Quranic Scriptures

He is omnipotent: “Al-Magqtadir” il
“So we seized them, with the seizure of One Mighty,
Omnipotent” (Al-Qamar 54:42).
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He is omniscient: “Al-Aleem” =l
“Allah is indeed all-knowing” (Al-Hajj 22:59)
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He is all seeing: “Al-Baseer” =il
He is all-hearing: “Al-Samea” gl
“Allah is all-hearing, all-seeing” (Al-Nisa 4:58).
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He is the Creator: “Al-Khaliq” @&



“Has not He who created the heavens and the earth the
power to create the like of them? Yea, and He is indeed
the Supreme Creator, the all-knowing” (Ya-Sin 36:81)

55 b gle Gl U e G G V15 ol 5l IR () Gl
81 B sw  Alall 33IA])

He is living: “Al-Heyy” =)
“Allah...the ever-living” (Al-Baqarah 2:255).
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He is One (single): “Al-Wahid”> 2=l

“Proclaim: He is Allah, the Single; Allah, the Self-

Existing and besought of all. He begets not, nor is He

begotten; and there is no one like unto Him” (Al-Ikhlas

112:1-4). )
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God in the Biblical Scriptures

“Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any; He is
mighty in strength and wisdom” (Job 36:5).

“Now we are sure that Thou knowest all things” (John
16:30).

“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the
evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3).

“Thou art worthy, O Lord...for Thou hast created all
things” (Revelation 4:11).

“For I know that my Redeemer liveth” (Job 19:25).

“See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god with
me” (Deuteronomy 32:39).



These are just a few of the many verses describing attributes of
God in each book.

Understanding the Christian Doctrine of God

A few points of clarification may be helpful. Some “Christian”
heretics who lived at the time of Muhammad believed in the
existence of more than one God. Their “Trinity” consisted of
“Allah” 4 (God), “Saheba” %:ala (Mary, the wife of God),
and “Isa" e (Jesus, her son). There is no verse in the whole
Bible that supports this false doctrine.

The idiom “Son” that Christians use is the same as the idiom
“Word” which describes Jesus Christ in the Quran: “Call to
mind when the angel said to Mary: Allah, through His Word,
gives thee glad tidings of a son named the Messiah, Jesus, son
of Mary, honored in this world and the next, and of those who
are granted nearness to Allah” (Al-Imran 3:45).
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And in the Bible: “In the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God...And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:1,14).

God Revealed to Man

Both Muslims and Christians agree that God, the Almighty, is
omnipotent. The Quran also called God “The Manifest”—
“Al-Zahir.” _aWall “He is the First and the Last and the
Manifest and the Hidden, and He has full knowledge of all
things” (Al-Hadid 57:3).
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He reveals Himself in various ways: “It is not given to a man
that Allah should speak to him except by revelation or from
behind a veil or by sending a messenger to reveal by His
command that which He pleases. Thus have we revealed to
thee a Spirit by our command” (Al-Shura 42:51-52).

\}I}u:‘)d.u‘).\}\u\;;g\)jw‘j\\_\;)y“&u“\d&u\‘)uujulsuj(SI)
Lo a8 5 L) i f Gl (1) 254 Lo 43 L35 Lo s n 5
L\JLL::wg@wﬂd.l@_l\)}.\auuug}uth\\)1‘5&_1\_\51\&6‘)3.\&_\45

52-51 ol s pm |, aitiled Lal jea ) (50680 &)

He reveals Himself through His chosen servants: “Indeed,
Allah has conferred a great favor on the believers by raising
among them a Messenger from among themselves, who recites
to them His Signs, and purifies them and teaches them the
Book and Wisdom. Before that, they were surely in manifest
error” (Al-Imran 3:164).
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Similarly, the Bible illustrates this: “God, who at sundry times
and in diverse manners spoke in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets...” (Hebrews 1:1).

“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His
secret unto His servants, the prophets” (Amos 3:7).

“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith” (Romans
1:17).



Who is Allah?

Do Christians, Jews, and Muslims worship the same God?
Confusion has arisen from the use of the name “Allah™ for
God in the Quran, and the Arabic translation of the name for
God as “Allah” in the Christian Bible. This topic is very
complex and elaborate, and as always, I encourage all to
research further if needed.

Most of my knowledge comes from being raised in a Muslim
country and educated in Muslim schools. In addition, my
passion to understand and expose God’s truth has compelled
me to thoroughly research the topic over my lifetime.

To clarify, Allah was known to the Arabs in Saudi Arabia
before Islam existed, although originally known as Al-Lat.
This god was identified as a moon god and was one of the 360
gods worshipped by the tribes in Mecca. Al-Lat was one of
the main gods of the Quarish tribe that was located in Mecca.
Muhammad was from this tribe, and when conceiving the
religion of Islam, designated this god as the supreme god of
Islam.

Allah in Arabic became the word for “god.” Years later, when
the Bible was translated into Arabic, the translators used the
name Allah for the God of the Bible because the name was
already commonly known to the Arabs as God. It was not
meant to be confused with the god of Islam. Today, many
Arabic-speaking Christian scholars and converts (Muslims
who have become Christians) are using Hebrew names for
God from the Bible such as Arrab Al-Elah, which means “the
Lord God,” Elohim and/or Yahweh to prevent further
confusion.

The concept of “Allah™ in Islam is different from “Allah” in
the Bible. Although there are many differentiations, the most



obvious is that Allah in Islam is a distant, non-relational god
that is feared in a negative manner. Allah has 99 names in the
Quran; however, the name “God is love” is not found as it is in
the Christian Bible. The God of the Bible is loving and
merciful, yet holy and just, deserving of our respect. His main
desire is that all love Him and one another with a pure love.



ISA: JESUS CHRIST gl gy = (s

The Quran calls Jesus “Isa,” “Christ, the son of Mary,” and
“the Messiah.” “Indeed, Christ, Isa, the son of Mary is a
Messenger (“Apostle”) of Allah and His word conveyed to
Mary and a Spirit from Him” (Al-Nisa 4:171).
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Christ’s position in the Quran is described as one of reputation
and acclaim. Not even a prophet, nor Muhammad himself,
receives such exaltation in the Quran as Christ does. We find
in the Quran that Muhammad needed his sins to be forgiven:
“Allah has turned with ‘taba’ U (forgiveness) to the Prophet
(Muhammad) and to the Emigrants and the Helpers who stood
by him in the hour of distress when the hearts of a party of
them had wellnigh swerved, and He (Allah) has turned with
forgiveness to them” (Al -Tauba 9:117).
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Jesus Exalted in the Quran

The following are a few examples of Jesus Christ being
exalted:

1. Born of a Virgin: “The angel said to Mary: I am but a
messenger from thy Lord that I may give thee tidings of a
righteous son who will grow up to maturity. She
marveled: How shall it be that I shall have a grown son,
seeing that no man has touched me and I have not been




unchaste? The angel said: So it is, but the Lord sayeth: It
is easy for me” (Maryam 19: 19-20)
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“Call to mind when the angels said to Mary: Allah,
through His word, gives thee glad tidings of a son named
the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, honored in this world and
the next, and of those who are granted nearness to Allah.
He shall admonish people in his early years and also in his
ripe years, and he shall be of the righteous...He (Allah)
will teach him the Book and the Wisdom and the Torah
and the Gospel and will make him a Messenger to the
children of Israel, bearing the message: 1 have come to
you with a Sign from your Lord that for your benefit, in
the manner of a bird, I shall fashion...”

(Al-Imran 3:45-50).
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Born of the Holy Spirit: “We have breathed our Spirit
into her (Mary), and we have made her and her son a
Sign for peoples” (Al-Anbiya 21:91).
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Spoke at His birth: People said to Mary, “How can we
hold converse with one whom was but yesterday a child
being rocked in a cradle? Jesus taught: I am a servant of
Allah, He has appointed me a prophet. He has made me
blessed wheresoever I may be” (Maryam 19:29-31).
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Strengthened by the Holy Spirit: “We gave Jesus, son of
Mary, clear proofs and strengthened him with the Spirit of
holiness” (Al-Baragah 2:253).
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He is blessed: “Jesus taught:...He (Allah) has made me
blessed wheresoever I may be” (Maryam 19:31).
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He is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies: “I
fulfill that which has been sent down before me, namely
the Torah. And I shall make lawful for you some of that
which was forbidden you. I come to you with a Sign from
your Lord; so be mindful of your duty to Allah and obey”
(Al-Imran 3:50).
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He is the Word of God: “Jesus, son of Mary, was but a
Messenger of Allah and His word conveyed to Mary and a
Spirit from Him” (Al-Nisa 4:171).
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10.

11.
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He is alive: ‘“Allah ascended him to Himself” (Al-Nisa
4:158).
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“Allah said: O Isa, I shall cause thee to die, and causing

thee to ascend to Me, and am cleansing thee of those who
disbelieve” (Al-Imran 3'55)
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He is Lord: “They have taken their divines and their
monks for lords rather than Allah and Christ, the son of
Mary” (Al-Tauba 9:31).
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He is Creator: “And (make Him) an apostle to the children
of Israel: that I (Jesus) have come to you with a sign from
your Lord. That I create for you out of dust like the form
of a bird, then I breathe into it and it becomes a bird with
Allah’s permission” (Al-Imran 3:49).
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His followers are exalted: “Allah said: O Jesus! I
will...make those who follow you above those who
disbelieve to the day of resurrection” (Al-Imran 3:55).
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12. He is the advocate: The Sura (book) of Zumar limits the
position of advocate to God. “Say: Allah’s is the
intercession altogether” (Al-Zumar 39:44).
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However, we find that Jesus Christ is an intercessor in
heaven. “When the angels said, ‘O Mary! Surely Allah
gives you good news with a word from Him whose name
is Christ, Isa, son of Mary, honored in this world and the
hereafter, and of those who are made near (to Allah)...””
(Al-Imran 3:45).
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This implies that He is an advocate, as Al Galalan’s
paraphrase to this verse says Jesus is “honored (wajeh) on
earth by prophecy and in the life after was made near to
God by intercession.” Al Razy says that “honored”
(wajeh) means that God answered His prayers on earth and
He was able to raise the dead. At the end of the world He
will make Jesus one of those near to Him by making him
an advocate for His people.

13. He performed miracles: “Jesus said...I shall declare clean
the blind and the leprous and shall bestow life on the
spiritually dead by the command of Allah” (Al-Imran
3:49).

Literal translation

2 Muslim scholars

13
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Jesus in the Bible

In the same way and more, we find Jesus Christ exalted and
honored in the Bible. The following are some of the many
verses from the Bible:

1.

Born of a virgin: “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give
you a sign, Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son
and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14). This
prophecy was fulfilled in the New Testament, when the
angel said to Mary, “*And behold, thou shalt conceive in
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shall call His name
Jesus.’....Then said Mary unto the angel, ‘How shall this
be, seeing | know not a man?’” (Luke 1:31-32).

. Born of the Holy Spirit: “And the angel answered and said

unto her, (Mary) ‘the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee’”
(Luke 1:35).

Strengthened by the Holy Spirit: “The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon me (Jesus) because the Lord hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the meek™ (Isaiah 61:1). The
fulfillment in the New Testament: “And Jesus, when He
was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting upon
Him...” (Matthew 3:16).

14



10.

11.

He is blessed: “And Elisabeth was filled with the Holy
Ghost and she spake out with a loud voice, and said (to
Mary), ‘Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb’” (Luke 1:41-42).

He performed miracles: “And Jesus went about all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease among the people” (Matthew
4:23).

He is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies:
“God who at sundry times and divers manners spoke in
time past unto the fathers by prophets has in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2).

He is the Word of God: “In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”
(John 1:1).

He is alive: “I am He that liveth, and was dead; and
behold, I am alive forevermore” (Revelation 1:18).

He is Lord: “...God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).

He is the Creator: “All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made” (John
1:3).

His followers are exalted: “And Jesus said unto them (His
disciples), ‘Verily I say unto you, that ye which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man
shall sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon

15



twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel’”
(Matthew 19:28).

12. He is the advocate: ...We have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous™ (1 John 2:1).

13. He is impeccable, sinless: “Jesus said, ‘Which of you
convinceth me of sin?’” (John 8:46).

The word “Son” used by Christians for Jesus does not imply
fleshly sonship. Christians do not believe that “Allah” was
married or had a wife. Some Muslims perhaps misunderstand
the meaning of the word “Son” as mentioned in the Bible. It is
the same meaning as the title “Word” which is used in the
Quran.

The Quran confirms the sincerity of Jesus’ message and that
He is impeccable, which means that He does not lie, and that
whatever He says about Himself is true and must be regarded
as important to our lives. In this case, the following
Scriptures, and others like them, must be accepted as true.
Jesus said:

14. “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John
8:12).

15. “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

16. “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst”
(John 6:35).

16



17. “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live” (John 11:25).

Muslims as well as Christians believe that Mary was chosen
by Allah for the birth of Jesus Christ. “And when the angels
said: O Mary! Surely Allah has chosen you and purified you
and chosen you above the women of the world” (Al-Amran

3:42).
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“And the angel said to her, ‘Fear not, Mary: for thou hast
found favor with God” (Luke 1:30).

Mary, herself, drew people’s attention to her son and
commanded the servants at the wedding in Cana of Galilee to
listen to Him.  “His mother saith unto the servants,
‘Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it’” (John 2:5).

This includes everyone today, too, for what Jesus said then

applies to us today. So, let us listen to Him who tells the truth,
and believe what He says.

17



THE HOLY SPIRIT (3!l £ g )

The Holy Spirit is mentioned in the Quran as the strengthener
and the sustainer of Jesus Christ: “And we gave Jesus, the son
of Mary, manifest signs and strengthened Him with the Holy
Spirit” (Al-Baqarah 2'87)
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A teaching has arisen among some Muslims that the original
word for Holy Spirit (“Paraclete” in Greek) should be
translated “Muhammad” and that the Christians have
translated it as “Comforter” or “Holy Spirit” to suit their
beliefs. They claim that Jesus Christ spoke of Muhammad, the
“Paraclete,” when He spoke of “One to follow after” Him, but
they forget to continue on with what Jesus said about that
“Paraclete” and his characteristics. Jesus said, “For if I go not
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I
will send Him unto you” (John 16:7). The promise was for the
disciples, and was for an immediate Comforter to replace
Jesus. If Muhammad was the Comforter or “Paraclete”, it
means that the disciples themselves were left without a
Comforter since Muhammad’s message began more than 600
years after Christ.

Who Is the Paraclete?

The characteristics of the Comforter described by Jesus clearly
distinguish him as the Holy Spirit:

1. “And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another
Comforter, that He may abide with you forever” (John
14:16). Muhammad is dead, but the Comforter will abide
forever.
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2. “...Even the Spirit of truth (Comforter) whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth
Him; but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you” (John 14:17).

3. “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of me” (John
15:26). If this were the case, Muhammad should have
testified of Christ.

4. “And when He (the Comforter) is come, He will reprove
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:
Of sin because they believe not in me...” (John 16:8-9).
Muhammad should have condemned the world of unbelief
in Christ.

5. “Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of truth is come He will
guide you into all truth, for He shall not speak of Himself;
but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He
will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for He
shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you” (John
16:13-14). Muhammad, if he had been the Paraclete,
should have been guiding people to Christ, speaking of
Christ, listening to Christ, glorifying and teaching of Jesus.

NONE OF THE ABOVE VERSES ABOUT THE
“PARACLETE,” THE COMFORTER, AND THE HOLY
SPIRIT IS APPLICABLE TO MUHAMMAD.
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THE CROSS «ilall

“It is a stumbling block.”

This is how the Muslims and many nominal Christians see it.
We are not surprised to hear the Apostle Paul, a follower of
Jesus and His cross, saying the same thing: “But we preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the
Greeks foolishness” (1 Corinthians 1:23).

The Quran teaches that Christ was not crucified but God has
‘ascended’ Him to heaven. “And this saying: surely we have
killed Christ, Isa the son of Mary, the apostle of Allah: and
they did not kill Him nor did they crucify Him but was made
dubious to then, and those who differ therein are only in a
doubt about it...but Allah has ascended Him to Himself: and
Allah is Mighty, Wise” (Al-Nisa 4:157- 158)
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Yet the Quran does not deny the death of Christ before His
ascension: “When Allah said: O Jesus! I will cause you to die

and ascend you to My presence and clear you of those who
disbelieve...” (Al -Imran 3'55)
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“Jesus said, ‘I was among them, but when Thou didst cause
me to die, Thou art the watcher over them, and thou art
witness of all things’” (Al-Maidah 5:117).
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“Jesus said, And Peace on me on the day I was born, and on
the day I die, and on the day I am raised to life” (Maryam
19:33).
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However, neither the Quran nor the Muslim scholars have
determined or agreed on the way in which Jesus died. Some

say that the word “die” or “dead” means asleep, while others
say that Jesus died literally.

Who Could Take Christ’s Place?

There are many stories in the tradition books of Islam, Al
Ahadeeth, as to who it was that was crucified in Jesus’ place
on the cross. Muslim scholars offered various explanations as
to who this person was:

= A Roman guard.

* One of Jesus’ disciples who wanted to die
instead of Christ, as Jesus promised him a place
in paradise.

= Judas, the disciple who betrayed Jesus.

* God put the likeness of Christ on another man
who was with Christ.

Killing an innocent man by law is not compatible with a God

of mercy and justice. This would be a grossly inequitable act.
Such a proposal raises many questions:
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Since God, the Almighty, is able to do anything, why
didn’t He raise Christ to Him without the need for killing
(or throwing Christ’s likeness onto) an innocent man?

. Being all-powerful, why didn’t He blind the soldiers as
happened with the prophet Elisha? “And when they (the
soldiers’ enemies) came down to him, Elisha prayed unto
the Lord, and said, ‘Smite this people, I pray thee, with
blindness.” And He smote them with blindness according
to the word of Elisha” (2 Kings 6:18).

. Why did He not send fire from heaven to consume His
enemies as happened with Elijah? “And Elijah answered
and said to the Captain of fifty, ‘If [ be a man of God, then
let fire come down from heaven and consume thee and thy
fifty’” (2 Kings 1:10).

. Was Christ not able to deliver Himself from death? He

said to the Apostle Peter, one of His disciples, who wanted
to use the power of the sword, “Put up again thy sword
unto his place, for all they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to
my Father, and He shall presently give me more than
twelve legions of angels? But how then, shall the
scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” (Matthew
26:52-54).

Testimonies of the Crucifixion

Since Muslim scholars and Muslims have not yet come to
agreement on the way in which Jesus died, let us go to the
original story as described in the Bible. The fundamental
teaching of the Bible is that Jesus Christ died on the cross and
rose again.
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The Apostle Paul said: “For I delivered unto you first of all
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). “But we
preach Christ crucified...” (1 Corinthians 1:23).

This Gospel was preached before the time of Muhammad in
several parts of the world in different languages, and many
accepted and believed it. There is much evidence in numerous
historical documents to prove that Jesus was actually
crucified:

1.

The testimony of the Gospel as seen by different writers:

“And they crucified Him, and parted His garments, casting
lots that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophets. They parted my garments among them, and
upon my vesture did they cast lots” (Matthew 27:35).

“And it was the third hour, and they crucified Him” (Mark
15:25).

“And when they were come to the place which is called
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the malefactors, one
on the right hand, and the other on the left” (Luke 23:33).

“Where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, on
either side one, and Jesus in the midst” (John 19:18).

The apostles’ testimony:

The Apostle Peter said to the Jews: “Him, (Christ) being
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain” (Acts 2:23).
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The Apostle Paul said, “Which none of the princes of this
world knew, for had they known it, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Corinthians 2:6).

The Apostle John said, “And if we walk in the light, as He
is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and

the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin”
(1 John 1:7).

The testimony of Jesus:

The Lord Jesus Christ told His disciples of His
forthcoming death, and told them that He must die
according to the Scriptures: “From that time forth began
Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again
the third day” (Matthew 16:21).

“And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them,
The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men:
and they shall kill Him, and the third day He shall be
raised again...” (Matthew 17:22-23).

“Ye know that after two days is the feast of the Passover,
and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified” (Matthew
26:2).

“And He began to teach them that the Son of man must
suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again” (Mark 8:31).

“For He taught His disciples, and said unto them, ‘The Son
of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall
kill Him: and after that He is killed, He shall rise the third
day’” (Mark 9:31).
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“Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of
man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the
scribes; and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall
deliver Him to the Gentiles: and they shall mock Him, and
shall scourge Him, and shall spit upon Him, and shall kill
Him: and the third day He shall rise again” (Mark 10:33-
34).

“Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be
rejected of the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and be
slain, and be raised the third day” (Luke 9:22).

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life”
(John 3:14-15).

The testimony of the Jews in their Talmud, issued in 1943
(page 42) says that Jesus was crucified a day before the
Passover.

The events which happened when Jesus was crucified and
when He gave up His spirit:

“And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from
the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the
rocks rent; and the graves were opened; and many bodies
of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves
after His resurrection, and went into the holy city, and
appeared unto many. Now when the centurion and they
that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake,
and those things that were done, they feared greatly,
saying, ‘Truly this was the Son of God’” (Matthew 27:51-
54).
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“And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness
over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi,
lama sabachthani?’ which is, being interpreted, ‘My God,
My God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ And some of them
that stood by, when they heard it, said ‘Behold, he calleth
Elias.” And ran and filled a sponge full of vinegar, and put
it on a reed, and gave it to Him to drink, saying, ‘Let
alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take Him
down.” And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the
ghost. And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from
the top to the bottom. And when the centurion, which
stood over against Him, saw that He so cried out and gave
up the ghost, he said, ‘Truly this man was the Son of
God’” (Mark 15:33-39).

“And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness
over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was
darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.
And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said,
‘Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit,” and having
said thus, He gave up the ghost. Now when the centurion
saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, ‘Certainly
this was a righteous man.” And all the people that came
together to that sight, beholding the things which were
done, smote their breasts, and returned” (Luke 23:44-48).

The testimony of history: Many ancient historians, both
pagan and Jew, recorded the crucifixion of Jesus in their
books. These are a few of the most well known:

» Tacitus, the pagan, in 55 A.D.
= Josephus, the Jew, who was born several

years after the crucifixion.
» Lucion, the Greek, in 100 A.D.
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7. Christians themselves are not ashamed to believe that
Jesus was crucified, and are proud to carry the symbol of
the Cross.

It seems absurd that somebody who came several hundred
years after the event should attempt to deny the facts of the
crucifixion when he was not present to witness its occurrence.
If even the enemies of Christianity at the time should give
evidence that the crucifixion of Jesus Christ took place, what
reason would anybody have in wanting to deny it?

Some sincere Muslims who wish to see harmony between
Christianity and Islam state that if Christians were to give up
their belief in the crucifixion, both religions and beliefs could
become one. However, the Christian’s answer is surely to say
that there would be no Christianity without the cross.

The Apostle Paul said: “And if Christ be not risen, then is our
preaching in vain...” (1 Corinthians 15:14).
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WHY THE CROSS? ulall 3!

While walking with a friend one day beside a small lake,
enjoying the sunlight glittering on the water, the flowers and
the green grass, and thinking of the Creator who had made all
these wonderful things, he turned to me and asked, “Why the
Cross? I mean, why did Jesus choose the cross to be the way
of salvation? Surely He could have chosen another way to
save the world from its sin!”

This was an important question. An omnipotent God could
surely have chosen to avoid the suffering of the crucifixion.

How do we answer such a question?

Planned From the Beginning

1. In the beginning, when God created man, He did so for His
pleasure. In the book of Revelation, we read: “Thou art
worthy, O Lord to receive glory, honor, and power: for
thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are
created and were created” (Revelation 4:11). God did not
create man as a machine then leave it to run by itself.

2. When Adam fell in his sin, God in His love did not destroy
him but found a scapegoat that could be destroyed in
Adam’s place. This was the first symbol of sacrifice.
“...The Lord God made coats of skin, and clothed them”
(Genesis 3:21). This was the beginning of God’s plan for
an everlasting sacrifice, one and for all.

3. The shedding of blood was necessary for the forgiveness
of sins. “And almost all things are by the law purged with
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blood; and without the shedding of blood is no remission”
(Hebrews 9:22).

The blood of animals was not sufficient to fully take away
sin, however. “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4).

. Although God is omnipotent, He does not always show
His power in a physical way. He could have saved
mankind with a simple word from His mouth, but He
wanted to show His love to His creatures, and to bring man
into close fellowship with Himself (to reconcile man to
God). “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Romans 5:10).

Jesus said to Peter that He could use power. “Thinkest thou
that 1 cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But
how then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must
be?” (Matthew 26:52-54).

. A true scapegoat had to be provided for man, a person
without sin, a solvent to the debt of Heaven. “For the
wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). This had to take the
place of many insufficient sacrifices.

. Jesus Christ, the Word of God, had to become the

scapegoat and to take on the image of man, to be made the
everlasting sacrifice. “But made Himself of no reputation,
and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:7).

The cross was an obnoxious way of punishment. It was
seen as a curse, not only by the government at the time (the
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10.

11

Romans), but also by the enemies of the Jews, as well as
by the Jews themselves. It was the worst possible way for
a man to be punished. “...Cursed is everyone that hangeth
on a tree” (Deuteronomy 21:23).

The cross had been planned from the very beginning as a
way of salvation for man. God ordained a means of
sacrifice for Adam, Isaac, and the people of Israel
throughout their history. These sacrifices were merely a
symbol of the greater everlasting sacrifice to come, Jesus
Christ. The cross was the sign of a curse, while the blood
was the way of salvation from that curse. “Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the cross, being made a
curse for us, for it is written, Cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13).

An intercessor was needed to stand between God the Holy
One, and man the sinner, to reconcile man to God, and to
bring him into a holy relationship with God. The coming
of Christ to earth and dwelling in the flesh to save mankind
1s more meaningful to man than the sending of an angel.
“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8).

. Christ’s suffering is more appreciated than using power in

order to save mankind. “Surely He hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows: Yet we did esteem Him stricken,
smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: The
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His
stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:4-5).

30



12.In His suffering as a man, Jesus experienced, and
overcame, all things that man would ever suffer. Because
He overcame even death itself, the ultimate consequence
of sin, those who look to Him are given the strength to
overcome: “For that He Himself suffered being tempted,
He is able to succour them that are tempted” (Hebrews
2:18).
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THE BIBLE (waial) Glisl)

For those who follow the Quran, accusations regarding the
alteration of the Bible undermine their own teachings and the
credibility of the Quran itself. They invade the Bible,
forgetting the Quran has endorsed it. If the Quran endorses
and acts as guardian to the Bible, dispute over the alteration of
the script of the Bible is absurd.

“And we have sent after them in their footsteps Jesus, son of
Mary, verifying what was before him of the Torah, and we
gave him the Gospel, in which was guidance and light and
verifying what was before it of the Torah, and a guidance and
an admonition for those who guard...And we have revealed to
you the book (Quran) with the truth, verifying what is before it
of the Book (Bible) and a guardian over it...” (Al Maidah
5:46-48).
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In order to accept whether the Biblical writings were distorted,
we have to ask those who claim such allegations these
questions:

1. When was the Bible distorted?

It was an embarrassment to those who said that alteration
of the Bible took place before Muhammad, as they forgot
that Muhammad confirmed the truth of the Bible, and drew
his people’s attention to it as a confirmation of his call.
“But if you are in doubt as to what We have revealed to
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you, ask those who read the Book (Bible) before you...”
(Yunus 10:94).
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Verses such as this made them change their minds and say
that the alteration took place after the time of Muhammad.

One could ask, “Is it easier to catch one bird in a cage or

ten in a tree?” Until recently, the Quran was written in one

language only Arabic: “And this is a book in Arabic...”
(Al-Ahqaf 46:12).
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However, the Bible was translated into several languages
and distributed to many countries even before the Quran.
Who could possibly have been ingenious enough to have
collected all the copies of the Bible from across the world
and make an identical alteration in each of them?

Who, if anyone, distorted the Bible?

If Christians had at any time distorted the Bible, how did
they manage this? Also, their Book warns them of serious
consequences if anyone changes the Book. “For I testify
unto every man that heareth the words of the prophesy of
this book, if any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book” (Revelation 22:18-
19).
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Where were the Jews at that time? Couldn’t they do
something to stop their enemies, the Christians, from
changing their holy book, the Torah?

If we were to postulate that a joint league of Jews and
Christians had distorted the Bible, why was such an
incident not recorded historically? Was it possible that
even one original copy was hidden away by a faithful
Christian to avoid being changed?

Some believed that translation from the original language
means alteration; if this is true, this will include any
translation of the Quran as well. The Bible has been
translated throughout the centuries, but the fundamental
truth remains the same.

A deep study of the Bible reveals that both the Old and the
New Testaments convey the same message—that God
planned man’s salvation from the very beginning, through
the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Quran is supposed to be a “Guardian” over the Bible.

“And we have revealed to you the book (Quran) with the

truth, verifying what is before it of the Book (Bible) and a

guardian over it...” (Al-Maidah 5:48).
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If this is so, any alleged alterations of the Bible must be
blamed on the Quran, which failed to fulfill its
responsibility in protecting the Bible.
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The Bible in the Quran

I. We find in the Quranic verse that the Quran is
Muhammad’s original message. Allah says to
Muhammad, “But if you are in doubt as to what We have
revealed to you, ask those who read the Book (Bible)
before you” (Yunus 10'94)

94 i w)md‘uﬂuéj&)éduwoﬂ‘ s

2. The Quran confirms the Bible. “He has revealed to you
the book (Quran) with truth, verifying that which is before
it (Bible)” (Al-Imran 3:3).
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3. The Quran surrenders to it. “Say: We believe in Allah and
in that which has been revealed to us, and in that which
was revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob
and the tribes, and in that which was given to Moses and
Jesus, and in that which was given to the prophets for their
Lord; we do not distinguish between any of them, and to it
do we submit” (Al Baqarah 2'136)
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4. The Quran should protect it. “...And a guardian over it...”
(Al-Maidah 5:48).
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48 324l

The Bible is a guide and a light. “And We have him

(Jesus) the Gospel, in which was guidance and light...”

(Al-Maidah 5:46).
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The Bible is a Judge. “And how do they make you a judge
and they have the Torah wherein is Allah’s judgment?”
(Al-Maidah 5:43).
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The Quran commands Christians to fulfill the Bible. “Say,
O Followers of the Book! You follow no good till you
keep up the Torah and the Gospel and that which is
revealed to you from your Lord” (Al-Maidah 5:68).
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All people, including Muslims, are to believe in the Bible.
“O you who believe! Believe in Allah and His Apostle and
the Book which has revealed to His Apostle and the Book

which He revealed before” (Al-Nisa 4:136).
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9. The Bible is a mercy: “Before it was the Book of Moses, a
guide and a mercy” (Al-Ahqaf 46:12).
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THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE BIBLE (wial) Qi) daac

Biblical Evidence

1.

God Himself has promised that He will not change His
word as we read in the Old Testament. “My covenant will
I not break, nor alter the things that are gone out of my
lips” (Psalms 89:34).

And we find also in the New Testament that Jesus said:
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

Isaiah, the prophet had declared the same fact: “The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth; but the Word of our God shall
stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8).

“Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read: No one of
these shall fail, none shall want her mate; for my mouth it
hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them”
(Isaiah 34:16).

The disciples gave their statement also of the
unchangeable scriptures. “But the Word of the Lord
endureth forever. And this is the Word which by the
gospel is preached unto you” (1 Peter 1:25).

“We have also a more sure Word of prophecy; where unto
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2
Peter 1:19-21).

“That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
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looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of
life” (1 John 1:1).

5. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

Quranic Evidence

The Quran also testifies that God’s Word cannot be changed.

1. “And there is none to change the word of Allah” (Al-
An’am 6:34).
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2. “There is none who can change His word” (Al-An’am
6:115).
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3. God protects His Word. “Surely We have revealed the
Reminder and We will most surely be its guardian™ (Al-
Hajar 15:9).
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Historical Evidence

Let us come now to the historical evidence of the authenticity
of the Bible. There are several copies of the Bible on display
in the museums of the world, some of which were written
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before and some after the life of Muhammad. These copies
are the same as the ones used by Christians today in different
languages around the world.

1. The Codex Alexandrianus at the British Museum in
London was written about 325 A.D. in Greek.

2. The Codex Vaticanus at the Vatican library in Rome was
written about 300 A.D. in Greek and contains the whole
bible.

3. The Codex Ephraimi, kept in the Paris Museum in France,
was written in Greek about 450 A.D.

4. The Codex Sinaiticus was discovered by the German
scholar Teshindorf in 1844. It is kept at the British
Museum in London.

With references available to all these Bibles, it can be seen
that any allegation of distortion of the Bible is groundless.
Through the times of persecution of Christians throughout the
ages, God has seen provident to protect His Word against any
maltreatment or distortion, for He is a vigilant God.

My dear Muslim friends, my advice to you is that you should
now turn to the Quran, which commends you to search the
Bible, the Word of Truth that never changes. The writer of the
book of Psalms says that the Word of God is everything to
him. Here are some Biblical quotations of his own experience:

“How sweet are the Thy words unto my taste! Yea,
sweeter than honey to my mouth. Through Thy precepts I
get understanding: therefore 1 hate every false way. Thy
Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path”
(Psalms 119:103-105).
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“Thy testimonies have | taken as a heritage forever: for
they are the rejoicing of my heart” (Psalms 119:111).

“Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul
keep them. The entrance of thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple” (Psalms 119:129-
130).

“Righteous art Thou, O Lord, and upright are Thy
judgments” (Psalms 119:137).

“Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and
Thy law is the truth” (Psalms 119:142).

“Concerning Thy testimonies, I have known of old that
Thou hast founded them forever” (Psalms 119:152).

“Thy Word is true from the beginning: and every one of
Thy righteous judgments endureth forever” (Psalms
119:160).

“I rejoice at Thy Word, as one that findeth great spoil. I
hate and abhor lying: but Thy law do I love. Seven times
a day do I praise Thee, because of Thy righteous
judgments” (Psalms 119:162-164).

Jesus also promised, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you” (John 15:7).
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LOVE 4aall

The Muslims say that the divine names of Allah are ninety-
nine, which are recorded on the palm of our hands. Examples
of these names are “Great,” “High,” and “Holy.” But one
name that is not mentioned is “God is Love.” God’s love in
the Quran is limited to good people only, and is not freely
given.

“...Then surely Allah loves those who guard against evil”
(Al-Imran 3:76).
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“...Surely, Allah loves those who are careful” (Al-Tauba
9:4).
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“...Surely Allah loves the doers of good” (Al-Bagarah
2:195).
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“...And Allah loves the patient” (Al-Imran 3:146).
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God as He Is

The Bible speaks of God differently, saying, “He is Love.”

“And we have known and believed the love that God hath
to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him” (1 John 4:16).

“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1

John 4:10).

God is Holy; He hates sin, but He loves even sinners and
desires to save them from their sin. “But God commendeth His
love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died

for us” (Romans 5:8).

Man’s Love for Others

Man’s love in the Quran is basically for those who love him,
but is not applicable to enemies, especially those who are from
another faith. Those who do not follow the way of Islam

should be killed, according to Quranic teaching.

“...Then slay the idolaters wherever you find them, and
take them captives and besiege them, and lie in wait for
them in every ambush” (Al-Tauba 9:5).
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“Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the latter
day, nor do they prohibit what Allah and His Apostle have
prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out of those
who have been given the book (Bible), until they pay the
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tax in acknowledgment of superiority and they are in a

state of subjectlon” (Al -Tauba 9:29).
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“And if you take your turn, then retaliate with the like of
that with which you were afflicted” (Al-Nahl 16:125).
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“O Prophet! Urge the believers to war” (Al-Anfal 8:65).
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“And fight in the way of Allah with those who fight with
you” (Al-Bagarah 2:190).
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“And We prescribe to them in it that life is for life, and eye
for eye, and nose for nose, and ear for ear, and tooth for
tooth...” (Al-Maidah 5:45).
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“Therefore, take not from among them (unbelievers)
friends until they fly in Allah’s way; but if they turn back,
then seize them and kill them wherever you find them; and
take not from among them a friend or a helper” (Al-Nisa
4:89).
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The essence of the Bible’s teaching goes beyond every
teaching, however, in that our love should embrace all
mankind, even our enemies.

Jesus said: “...love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may
be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he
maketh his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love
them which love you, what reward have ye? Do not even
the publicans the same?” (Matthew 5:44-46).

“These things I command you, that ye love one another”
(John 15:17).

“But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever
shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other
also” (Matthew 5:39).

“A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”
(John 13:34).

The Apostles Paul and John, Jesus’ followers, write:
“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give
place unto wrath: for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, saith the Lord”” (Romans 12:19).
“But he that hateth his brother is in the darkness and

walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goes,
because that darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 John 2:11).
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“He that loveth not his brother abideth in death” (1 John
3:14).

The most beautiful chapter in the Bible that describes love,
written by the Apostle Paul, is 1 Corinthians chapter 13. In
the King James version of the Bible, the word “charity” is
used to describe unconditional, self-sacrificing love.

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a
tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains,
and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow
all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body
to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not;
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up. Doth not
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity
never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall
fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether
there be knowledge it shall vanish away. For we know in
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done
away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood
as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man,
I put away childish things. For now we see through a
glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part;
but then shall I know even as also I am known. And now
abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of
these is charity” (1 Corinthians 13).
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Some mystic Muslims realize this truth, and they are searching
for a deeper love for God which is not found in the Quran.
The Soufee’s paraphrase for the first chapter of the Quran,
Sura Al-Fatiha (The Opening): “God lead us to the straight
way, lead us to the way that leads us to You, and bless us with
Your love which is the essence of Yourself, and set us free
from everything that might hinder us from You, and guide us
to the way in which we don’t see but You, and don’t hear but
Your voice, and don’t love but You.”

It is not impossible to have such love. Jesus never commanded
us to do what we cannot accomplish, but it is not possible on
our own. If you ask Him with all your heart to give you love
for others, He will answer your prayers. It will be His own
love being expressed through you. Ask Him to create a clean
heart within you, for He is able to do so.
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FORGIVENESS (il

The word “forgiveness” also means “forgetting.” It is the
result when someone says, “I will not do it again,” followed by
God’s reply, “I will not remember it any longer.”

Although the Quran teaches that God is the Forgiver, “Al-
Ghaffar,” Jsxll man’s sins do not disappear but remain until
the Day of Judgment when all man’s works will be weighed.

“And the measuring out on that day will be just; then as for

him whose measure (of good deeds) is heavy, there are

they who shall be successful. And as for him whose

measure (of good deeds) is light, there are they who have
made their soul suffer loss” (Al-A’Raf 7:8-9).
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“Surely good deeds take away evil deeds...” (Hud 11:114).
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But how can God forgive if the sins are still there, and man

still has to work hard to cover his bad works? It would seem
for the Muslim that forgiveness does not exist.

The Grace of God Versus Man’s Good Works

The Bible acknowledges that man originally is not good. The
Apostle Paul said, “For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh,
dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18).
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Forgiveness in the Bible is practical and complete. It is God’s
part in response to repentance, which is man’s part. The Bible
says:

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1
John 1:9, emphasis added).

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God not of works, lest any man
should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9, emphasis added).

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin
is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile”
(Psalms 32:1-2).

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at...” (Acts
17:30).

“For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more”
(Hebrews 8:12).

“Being justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).

There is no assurance in the Quran that a person will deserve
the merit of his good deeds. God has the final decision, and
God does what He pleases, even though the good deeds are
heavier than the bad deeds.

“Allah sends astray whom He pleases, and He guides
whom He pleases” (Ibrahim 14:4).
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“He forgives whom He pleases and torments whom He

pleases” (Al-Imran 3:129).
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129 Ol ee 1 L dn) D2

“...whom Allah pleases, He sends astray, and whom He
pleases, He puts on the right way” (Al-An’am 6:39).
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In contrast, what a wonderful assurance we have in the Bible.

Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled...I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also” (John 14:1,3).

“And being fully persuaded that, what He had promised,
He was also able to perform” (Romans 4:21).

“For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall
not be ashamed. For whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:11-12).

“...But we know that when He shall appear, we shall be
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).

“...For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto
Him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12).

“And this is the will of Him that sent me, that every one
which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have
everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day”
(John 6:40).
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“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit” (Romans 8:1).

“For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him
Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2 Corinthians 1:20).
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PARADISE &)

A Muslim friend of mine was wondering why after struggling
to do good deeds, the merit was not worth it. The Islamic
reward is a “paradise” garden full of physical pleasures, fruit
and rivers.

“And convey good news to those who believe and do good
deeds, that they shall have gardens in which rivers flow;
whenever they shall be given a portion of the fruit thereof,
they shall say: This is what was given to us before; and
they shall be given the like of it, and they shall have pure
mates (wives) in them; and in them they shall abide” (Al-
Bagarah 2:25) & (Al-Imran 3:15)
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“...And you shall have therein what your souls desire, and
you shall have therein what you ask for” (Al-Sajdah,
Faslat, 41'31)

B0 LA gl e g 15558 (85 LA sl 3 5050 (A
31 cluad | (55 L b

“...In them shall be those who restrained their eyes, before
them neither man nor jinn (spirits) shall have touched
them...” (Al-Rahman 55:47-78).
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“And with them shall be those who restrain the eyes,
having beautiful eyes; as if they were eggs carefully
protected...A speaker from among them shall say: Surely
I had a comrade of mine.” Al-Safat 37:42-48)
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“And We will aid them with fruit and flesh such as they
desire. They shall pass therein from one to another a cup
wherein there shall be nothing vain nor any sin” (Al-Tur
52:17-24).
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How can a Holy God live in such a place where evil is still
present? Evil cannot live side by side with God. “Thou art of
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purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity”
(Habakkuk 1:13).

The Place of God’s Holiness

What a difference there is in the Biblical heaven.

“But as it is written, ‘Eye hath not seen nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him’” (1
Corinthians 2:9).

The Apostle Paul says: “I knew a man in Christ...How
that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter” (2
Corinthians 12:2-4).

“And as we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Corinthians 15:49).

“For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given
in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven”
(Matthew 22:30).

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away...And I heard
a great voice out of heaven saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they
shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them,
and be their God...But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murders, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone which is
the second death’” (Revelation 21:1,3,8).
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“And they shall see His face; and His name shall be in
their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God
giveth them light: and they shall reign forever and ever”
(Revelation 22:4-5).
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WOMEN L

We live in a world that cries out for liberty for women and for
their equality with men. People realize that monogamy is far
better for a close-knit family than polygamy. Divorce without
reason and lack of birth-control leads to instability. The
Quranic teaching about women is largely implicative, and
many Muslim scholars try to paraphrase it to suit society. The
following verses from the Quran confirm its basic teaching
about a woman’s position.

1.

Marriage: “If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly
with the orphans, marry women of your own desire: two
or three or four” (Al-Nisa 4'3)
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Treating wives: “The male has the equal of the portion of
two females” (Al-Nisa 4:11).
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“...Admonish those of them on whose part you apprehend
disobedience, and leave them alone in their beds and
chastise them (beat them)” (Al-Nisa 4:34).
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“And if you desire to take a wife in place of another and
you have given one of them a treasure, take not back aught
therefrom” (Al-Nisa 4:20).
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3. Divorce: “There is no blame on you if you divorce women
when you have not touched them or appointed for them a
portion” (Al-Baqarah 2:236).
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“And if you divorce them before you have touched them
and you have appointed for them a portion, then (pay to
them) half of what you have appointed” (Al-Bagarah
2:237).
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4. Re-marriage: “So if he divorce her, she shall not be lawful
to him afterwards until she marries another husband: then
if he divorce her, there is no blame on them both if they
return to each other” (Al-Baqarah 2:230).
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Compare the difference in the Biblical teaching. Here are a
few verses from the Bible.
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1.

4.

Marriage: “For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two
shall be one flesh” (Ephesians 5:31).

“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled”
(Hebrews 13:4).

Treating women: “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with
them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the
wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and being heirs together of
the grace of life; that your prayers be not unhindered” (1
Peter 3:7).

“...the elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters,
with all purity” (1 Timothy 5:2).

“Nevertheless, let everyone of you in particular so love his
wife, even as himself” (Ephesians 5:33).

... That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her
hath committed adultery with her already in his heart”
(Matthew 5:28).

Divorce: “But I say unto you, that whosoever shall put
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth
her to commit adultery...” (Matthew 5:32).

“But from the beginning of the creation God made them
male and female...What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder” (Mark 10:6,9).

Remarriage: “And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put
away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her
which is put away doth commit adultery” (Matthew 19:9).
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THE EXCELLENCY OF THE BIBLE  (wiall GUS 5 jaza

It is only in recent years that the Quran has been translated
into a few languages, as Muslims believed that the original
Arabic language in which Allah sent the Quran, the language
of Allah and Heaven, should not be translated. “...And this is
a book in Arabic...” (Al-Ahqaf 46:12).
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It has been said that the excellency of the Quran was due to the
fact that “you cannot understand everything”! In fact, the
words are often incomprehensible. Yet how can man obey
God’s commandments if he does not understand what God is
trying to say to him?

It is because of God’s love that He has given us His laws in a
manner that we can comprehend. He has used holy men
moved by His Holy Spirit to write the Bible in ways that can
be understood. “For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21).

There has never been a problem through the centuries in the
translation of the Bible. This is the miracle and the excellency
of the Bible.

The Ultimate Love

This is the uttermost example of God’s love, that He should
open the door widely for mankind to understand Him, to come
to Him, and to ask His forgiveness. “But God commendeth
His love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us” (Romans 5:8).
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So He sent His own Word, Jesus Christ, to dwell in the flesh,
and to reconcile us to Himself. “For if when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life”
(Romans 5:10).

For such a relationship with God was first severed by Adam’s
sin, and then by ours as well. What shall I do, then? I must
first see that I, too, have fallen short of the goodness and
perfection that is in God. “For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23)

I must recognize that I deserve God’s punishment, because in
my heart, I cannot love the way He loves. 1 cannot obey His
righteous laws without making many errors. No matter how
many good works I have done, how much I have prayed, I still
have no power to change my heart. I have no way to cleanse
my conscience from the guilt that divides me from my Creator
and Lord, as hard as I might try.

God’s Word is true, and it stirs my heart to respond as I see the
vast difference between myself and Him. He truly knows the
secrets of my heart that no man can know. “For the Word of
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joint and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

Confronted by the love of a holy God, if we are honest about
understanding the obvious consequences, we are left to
confess that without His mercy, we are truly helpless. “For the
wages of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23) “O wretched man
that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
(Romans 7:24).
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How Can it Be?

As quickly as I perceive my desperate need for forgiveness,
the Lord Jesus is ever quick to respond to my need with hope.
As God in heaven, as the One who knows the thoughts and
prayers of my heart, “He is not far from every one of us” (Acts
17:27).

He is near to all who call on His name, to give the gift of
eternal life that He purchased for us at the cross, paying the
debt for every man, woman and child. “He commendeth His
love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us” (Romans 5:8). “He came not to judge the world, but
to save the world” (John 12:47).

A Gift for All

Beloved of God, this gift is for you. “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16).

Like a shepherd calls to his flock, Jesus calls us to Himself, to
find water for our souls and balm for the wounds of our hearts.
1.

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and

I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). “I have loved thee
with an everlasting love, therefore with loving kindness
have I drawn thee” (Jeremiah 31:3). “Him that cometh to
me, [ will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).

He is fully willing to save, and our response of faith is of
greater value to Him than any offering of our hands or flesh.
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“A man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law”
(Romans 3:28). “For by grace are ye saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

So our response to God’s offer is to repent of our sins. “If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). In a
humble prayer, yield your heart to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
commit your life to His care. Ask Him to reveal His truth to
you, to fill you with His Spirit and teach you His ways.

A New Day

He knows the paths we have traveled, and brings us today
to a new place. “The time of this ignorance God winked
at, but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent”
(Acts 17:30).

We may stand in full assurance and confidence that when such
confession is made, we do belong to the God of heaven, and
His Spirit has entered our lives to both cleanse and to give us
the power to walk with Him in His love. “There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1).

New life in Christ is a life of peace with God and within
ourselves. “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered” (Psalms 32:1). “Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). It is a peace to be
enjoyed here in this mortal life, and eternally with God in
heaven.
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Friend, do not reject such a great gift! “Today if ye will hear
His voice, harden not your hearts...” (Hebrews 3:7-8). “Thou
art inexcusable, O man” (Romans 2:1). “The light is come
into the world” (John 3:19).

Do not wait, if the Spirit of God has revealed to you His truth.
Will you receive it today? If doubts dismay you, call on the
name of the Lord Jesus to show you the Truth Himself.

Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man
cometh unto the Father but by me.” (John 14:6)
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